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FROM FRANCE. 


A true Relation of the great loſſes 


which happened by the lamentable accident of firs 
in the Citic of Pars, the 24. day of Oftoberlaſk 
paſt, 1621, which burnt downe the Mexr- 


chants Bridge, the Changers Bridge,and 
diucrs houſes neere ynto them, 


Together with the ſpeedy diligence. 
vicd by the Duke DE MongrasoN, 


| Gouecrnour of the [aid Toyne, for the 
uenching thereof. 


Aifo aDecr de in the Court of Parlia« 


rent in P an 15, whereby an Order is taken for pro- 
aiding for the Merchants that haue loſt their goods 
by the ſayd Fire, and to prewent the like miſe 


chance in time to come. 


Franſlated according te the French Copie, 
printed at PARIS. 


| LONDON, 
| Printed for R. R. atthe Golden Lyon in Pawies 
Churchyard, 1 6 2 1. 
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wit] O D, whole goodneſle and cle- 

Ml Mencic is incomprehenſible 0 

2; Wl 2) our humane thoughts and ima- 
a | ginations, doth not alwaycs dil- 

= charge thearrowes of his wrath 
vpon miſerable {inners ; who by the innume. 
rableneſle of their offences, haue ſtirred vp 
and prouoked his wrath againſ{tthem,becauſc 
he defireth not the death of a {inner, bur ra- 
ther that he ſhould conuert and be ſaued : Bur 
when he ceth that they waxe worlc, and are 
hardened in their {innes , and lull themſclues 
allecpe in humanedelights: Then he rouzeth | 
vp himſelfe with the ſcourge of aduerſnic,and | 
diſchargeth the furie of his wrath againſt 

| them, ro make them turne vnto him, ;who is 
the Soucraigne Ruler, of whome they hold 
cheir being, andall their power. Then (I ſay) 


he employcth thegreat forces of the heauens, 
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and the Elements , thereby to heale the vicer 
of their vices, that wallow and take pleaſure 
in ſinnc, as a Sow dclightcth ro wallow in 
the mire. 

Which plainely appeareth by the deplora- 
ble accident happened of .Jare in the Citic of 
Par, where the force and furie of tire {trucke 
fuch an aſtoniſhment in all che jnhabirants, 
thatthey thought che Towne, like a ſecond 
Sodom?, would ſuddenly hauc beene conſu- 
medtoaſhes, by rhe imperuous flames of fire 
that threatned them; and yercould not truely 
know thetruth how it began : For it-is ſo di- 
ucrlly reported,that men cannot aſſuredly de- 
clarcany truth thereof : And ir is prohibited 
by a Decree made in Courr of Parliament, in 
any fortro ſpeake thereof,ro ſhunne and auoid 
che tumult and commotion of the people. Bur 
{o it is, that vpon Saturday the 2 3, of Octo- 
ber, abour one of rhe clocke alrer midnight, 
the fire began in ſuch manner ro flame out 
yponthe Merchants Bridge, that the inhabi- 
rants thereof were furprized leeping in their 
beds, before they heard or percciucd it: for 
the fire (which met with nothing elſe but that 


” which was combultible) increaſed wich ſuch 


1mpcru- 
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impetuolltie, rhatina ſhorrtime, all the hou- 
ſes that ſtood vpon the ſaid Bridge on both 
{ides, were on fire, by meanes of certaine 
beames that lay crofſcoucr onero another. 
The Change Bridge did no lefle teele the 
force and vigour which the ſaid fire vomited 
out, by meanes of the flames iſſuing from the 
ſame: torthat deſcending downeto the foun- 
dations thereof, inthe end it burnt and caſt ir 
into the water, with all che houfes ſtanding 
thercon,together with the great riches of the 
inhabirants, that by no mcancs could ſaue any 
thing thereof , by reaſon of the ſmoake and 
heate, that hurt and choked diuers of the peo- 
ple, and ſome menthat were burnt, fell down 
with the beames and peeces of wood all bur- 
ning into the riuer. 
You may iudge how many children and 
pooreinnocent ſoules were buriedin that im- 
pireous fire, for tharrhcir fathers and morhers 
had worke enough to doe,to ſfauc themſclucs. 
Many women newly broughtin bed, and 0- 
thers that were {icke in their beds, payd tha ' 
debt to nature, which all of vs one day muſt 
doe, neither hauing that force nor dexteritic 
{ufhcient to ſaue themſclues. It was molt la- 
A 3 menta- 
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: 

mentablcto heare the wofull cries and figh- 
ings, not onely of thoſe that were attlicted, 
| bur alſo of the ſpeCtators of that miſcrable ac- 
cident : The men in great feare ſaued them- 
f {clues from that vnexpected deluge,in a man- 
ner balte dead, blaming rhe heauens for their 
diſaſter, and not knowing bow to bee reucn- 
| ged fortheir loſle, rooke reuenge vpon them- 
lclues; and men were as much troubled to 
comfort them, as to ſaucthe relt of thoſe that 
were within their houſes. Women in extreme 
4 diſcomfort, their haire hanging abour their 
| heades , and in a manner naked, bcholding 
that horrible ſpeCtacle, bathing their faces 
with teares, and caſting a thouſand fighes vp 
into the ayre, ſwouncd, and in a manner fell 
into deſpaire. Diuers ſcruants, both maides 
and men, as well as their maſters and miltrel- 
ſes, induring and feeling the rigor of that mil- 
chance, ſtood in the like manner as others 

did, ready to pay theirdebt to cruel| deſtiny. 
Thefire ſtil] waxing greater and greater, 
mounted yp into the- ayre with | mighty 


nn” + 


] flames, and calt fuch and fo great a lighr oucr 
: all che Citie, thatthoſe which knew nothing 


FO of that ynfortunate miſchance, being my 
| Y 
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by the popular rumour, were in a maze, to i- 
magine from whence thatlight ſhould come, 
nor knowing the cauſe; bur as others did, in 
great feareranne vnrothe place. 

The Bels in diuers Churches began to ring, 
thenoyſc whereof altonithing diuers Citi- 
zcns of the ſayd Towne,cauſcd them to arme 
themſclues: at which time Pars beganto en- 
ter into a great tumult. When the Duke &e 
Monbaſon, Goncrnour of the City, hauing in- 
relligence thereof, came vnto the place with 
his Company of ſouldiers, the Watch, and di- 
uers others; all in Armes, placing a Court of 
guard at both ends of the Bridges, and other 
places. From thence he went to poſleſle the 
ttrongeſtand molt eminent places, as the Ba- 
ſtille, rhe Kings Court called the Lounre, the 
Towne-houle, and diucrs places of note; 
which done, he cauſed hres to be made tho- 
rowqur all che Cite}, and Lanternes to bee 
hung our of cucry window, in ſo great quan- 
tity, that it was as light as at noone-day : and 
cauſed foure Culuerins to be broughtto both 
the ends of the ſaid Bridges : and to conclude, 
vied ſuch diligence in that imminent danger, 


{till keeping good watch, doubting ſome 
trea{on, 
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treaſon, that he is perperually ro be commen- 


ded for the ſame. 

In the meanetime, while he was thus pro- 
uidently buſted abour that publike carc, fo 
neceſſary in ſuch ancxtremitie: The hre, thar 
hike a tempeſt, deuoured and ſpoyled all chat 
 tooke hold on, was not content with that 
whercon it had firſt ſeized , but hauing ſaris- 
fied the greedie defire thereof, and brought 
all the houſes and dwelling places vpon the 
layd rwo Bridges, into vtter ruine and defola- 
tion, and layd them in the valley of miſcric, 
encrealed more and more, and carricd her 
fAames into the Calueplace ; and if it had not 
beene for ſome artificial] crenches, and mens 
helpe, who in greatnumbers ranne thither, 
the great Caſtle, and the gate of Par, was in 
danger to haue felrthe furic thereof. On the 
other . {ide, in the extremitic of che raging 
flames, ac the other end of the Bridges atore- 
ſaid, the fire was no lefle furious : for nauing 
ſcized vponall the houſes and ſhops neere vn- 
ro it, as farre as before the Pallace, it rooke 
hold on the Dyall, and bcganne to melt the 
Lead thatcoueredit, vacill a great number of 
nimblc and couragious men, ran thither, and 


employ- 
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employed all their forces and iuduſtries,to ſauc 
_ thatadmirableworke. | 

The Duke de Fonbaſon, while cuery man 
was buſicd about that piifull and moſt Iamen- 
table buſines, on Sunday inthe morning , cau- 
{ed commandement to bee made by ſound of 
Trumpet, that all the Citizens ſhould fill and 
ſer divers rubs full of water ar all the corners of 
the ſtreetes. And it1s an incredible thing to re- 
port, how great a number of people from all 
places ranne vnto that place, ro ſatisfie them- 
{clues with the fight of - horrible firezwhich 
filled their cycs with teares , and their breſts 
with {1ghes. 

This (friendly.Reader) in briefe is the truc 
relation that TI canrmake vnto thee, ro: let thee 
know and vndetitand this lamentable action : 
from whence the ſame proceeded no man 
knowes. Neuertheleflc, the Court, by a Decree 
madethe z 5. day of Octob. hath commanded 
all Iudges and Ofticers ro makean exact enqui- 
ric of thoſe,that wickedly haue commirnied that 

| diſorder;and thatthe knowledgethereof being + 
. had, {o good Iuftice may be vicd therein, thar 


ſuch as they may take example thereby. 


B A Decree 
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Wi Decree made by the Court of Par- | 


liamentinP a'r1 s, whereby Orderis taken 


for prouiding for the Merchants,that haue 
loſt their goods by the ſaid fire, and to | - 
prevent thelike miſchancein 
time to come, 


Pon the Declaration made by the Kings 
Atrurney General, touching the fire hap- 
pened by night, betweene Saturday and 
Sunday, the 24. of this moneth of October, 
which burntand conſumed the Changers and 
the Merchants Bridges, and ſome houles neere 


vnothem, as well on the Palace fide, vnto the 


Leather ftreer, as on the great Caſtle fide, re- 
quiring, Thatthe Coutr would be pleaſed, ro 


iuc him Commillion ro make information of 


the beginning of chat fire, con{1dering the di- 


uers reports that were {pred abroad in the 
Towne, that might bee a meanes to procure 
great trouble in the ſame, and ro make ſpecdic 
prouiſion forthe necet{uic of thoſe, that hauc 
loſt their goods by the ſaid Fite, as alſo that the 
like inconuenience may not happen. After the 
Licutenant ciuill, and cheſubſtirute of the ſayd 

: Atrur_ 
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Arturney generall had audience, being for that 
cauſe ſent for, vpon information that they had 
begunne to make inquirie thereof. 

The Court hath cnioyned and cnioyneth the 
Prouoſt of Part, or his Lieutcnants ciuill or cri- 
minall, diligently to continue the information 
by them begun, rouching the originall of char 
Fire, and to make and finiſh the indirement of 
the authours of the ſame, and their adherents, 
ready for the detinitiue ſentence , norwithftan- 
ding any oppotitions, or appeales wharſocuer : 
andtothe Subſticure of theſayd Arturney gene- 
rall to be affiſtant vnto them, and with all dili- 
gence to certifiethis Court thereof. And with- 
all, expreſſely command and prohibite (vpon 
paine'of death ) all perſons, of what qualities - 
or conditions ſocuer they be, ro aſſemble roge- 
ther cicher by day or by. night, vnleſle it Wy 
commandement of the Magiltrate, nor yetto 
mil-behaue themſelnes by words, nor to vie 
any reproches, vnder pretence of diuerſuic of 
Religions, or to ſow or calt foorth any bruices 
or rumours touching the inconucnienceof rhe 
layd Fire, tendingrto the difquicrneſle of rhe Ci- 
tie; butto liuc peaccably and quietly, vnder the 
Kings Authority and Edicts. Commanding 
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all vagrantperſons, and men that are of lewde 
conuerſation, liuing idlely , preſently, without 
any delay, to deparr out of the Citic, after the 
demos of theſe preſents : And their Oalts, 
and fuch as harbour them, to diſclolethem, vp- 
on paineperſonally roanſwere for them : And 
ro prouide for the neceflitic and relicte of the 

orc inhabitants, viterly vadone and begge- 
red by theſayd Fire : Humble ſupplication (hall 
be made ynto the King,to be pleaſed ro beltow 
His gracious liberalitic vpon them. And in the 
meane time it is ordeined, That the ſaid Attur- 
ney gencrall ſhall make a note of the names 'of 
thoſc, that hauc endured the ſaid loſſes ; and 
what trades and occupations they were of, as 
alſo of the number of their children and fami- 
lies; who may be pur into Saint Lou Houle, 
rheretobe lodged and nourithed for the ſpace 
of {1xe moneths : and to that cnd, there ſhall be 
tenthouſfand Frankes put into the hands of Per- 
rot and Sainfot,Ouerlcers of the Hoſpitall. And 
furcher, chat gatherings ſhall be made through- 
ourall che Pariſhes of this Citie, to aydethe laid 
diſtreſſed people. And to that end, the people 
ſhall be exhorted by-the Vicars:and Officers of 
chefayd Pariſhes, to appoint certaine perfons of 


good 
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good qualitie, from month to 1nonth, to make 
theſayd Gatherings. Commanding the Pro- 
uolt of Merchants and Sheriftes, ro {et men on 
worke continually,to take vp,and rid away the 
ruines of the ſaid Firefallen intothe water, that 
the courſe of the ſame may not behindred, and 
to make it nauigable: and in the meane time, 
ro appoint honelt men of good credit, and well 
experienced, for the ſpace of a whole yeere, to 
ſcarch in the bottome of the water, tor the 
goods and merchandizes, that ſhall be found to 
haue beene drowned; and the ſame to bee 
brought into the common Hoſpirall of the ſaid 
Citic; whereof an Inuentoric {hall bee made by 
one of the ſayd Sheriffes, rhat they may bee re- 
ſtored tothe owners thereof. And allo thart all 
Boatmen, and ſuch as victo faile vpand downe 
the riucr; andall others, that ſhall haue found 
any thing oftheſame, to bring cthemro the ſaid 
Hoſpitall of the 'Towne, and to bring a certih- 
cate thereof, ypon paine of hanging. We like- 
wiſe command the Prouolt of Merchants, and 
the Sheriffes, to keepeand hold within the fayd 
Hoſpitall of the Towne,and the Towne-houlc, 
as alſo incuery Ward,ſuch a quantity of hooks, 
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buckets of lether, and other ſuch neceſſaries as 
ſhall be needfull in time to come, to ſerue for 
{uch inconueniences of Fire, and to certific the 
ſame vnto the Clerke of the ſaid Court. And the 
Capraine of the Watch , to keepe good watch 
by nightin the Palace, and other vuall places. 
Andro the end, in time ro come, that the dan- 
gerof Fire may not take in the Palace, by rea- 
{on of the ſhoppes that are built vp again{t the 
ſame, Weordeine and command, thatthe new 
ſhops built from the Dyall Tower, to the bail- 
liage Gate, on the Quay-ſ1de of the riuer, ſhall 
be pulled downe; and none of them to be built 
vP againe for any cauſe or reaſon whatſocuer. 
And further, that all Proceſſes ſued our againſt 
the bodies of thoſe that dwelt vpon the ſayd 


| Bridges, by reaſon of any Obligations, Iudge- 


ments, or Arreſts, in what manner ſocuer they 
be done, ſhall ſurceaſc forthe ſpace of a yeere: 
and that by the ordinarie Iudges there ſhall bee 
ſufficient delay made, conſidering their lofle; 
and whatſocuer ſhall by them bee ordeined, to 
be pur in execution ; notwithſtanding any op- 
poſitions or appeales whatfocuer. And this pre- 
ſent Decree ſhall, by the diligence of the Artur- 


ncy 
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ney generall, bce publiſhed, as well in the 
Church Porches as _ by ſound of Trum- 


k pet, and ſer vp vpon thecorners of the ſtrecres. 


Giuen in the Parliament the 2.6. of Ofober. 
1621, 


- © 


Signed Du Tiket. 
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